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MEDIA RELEASE July 14, 1988
SER IES OF EVENTS PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED, STRUCTURED REEFS 
IN  MESOZOIC PERIOD, UM GEOLOGY PROFESSOR REPORTS
MISSOULA —
A series of mass extinction events more profoundly affected 
and closely structured the early Mesozoic evolution of reefs and 
reef communities than previously thought, a University of Montana 
geology professor reports.
George D. Stanley Jr., a geology professor at the University 
of Montana, reports his new research in the coming issue of the 
international geology journal Palaios.
Stanley's research reveals that volcanic islands, which once 
dotted the ancient Pacific and are now accreted terranes of
western North America, could have served as refuges, or havens. 
These allowed the preferential survival of some shallow reefal 
organisms following the most profound extinction the earth ever 
witnessed, at the end of the Permian period.
This report and ten other papers, written by specialists on 
reef evolution and edited by Stanley and J.A. Fagerstrom, will 
appear in a special double issue of Palaios. The special issue, 
Ancient Reef Ecosystems," will be published later this summer.
For more information, write to Professor Stanley, Department 
of Geology, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812; 
phone (406) 243-2341.
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